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Feral Hog Diseases 
 
Do feral hogs carry disease? 
In general, diseases from wild hogs do not pose a significant threat to humans; however, some 
diseases can be transmitted to livestock and wildlife. It is important to keep all livestock 
vaccinated, especially where large feral hog populations are concentrated. 
Various diseases of wild hogs include pseudorabies, swine brucellosis, tuberculosis, bubonic 
plague, tularemia, hog cholera, foot and mouth disease, and anthrax. Internal parasites include 
kidney worms, stomach worms, round worms and whipworms. Liver flukes and trichinosis are 
also found in hogs. External parasites include dog ticks, fleas and hog lice. 
What is pseudorabies and swine brucellosis? 
Pseudorabies, also known as "mad itch" is a swine herpes virus that may affect the respiratory, 
nervous and reproductive systems. Despite its name, it is not a rabies type disease but derives its 
name from the symptoms similar to a rabid animal. It is transmitted primarily through breeding 
but may also to be transmitted through respiratory secretions of the infected animal. Infected 
adult swine typically develop flu-like symptoms whereas young pigs can have severe respiratory 
and digestive symptoms and ultimately die. Pseudorabies poses no threat to humans but may be 
fatal to domestic livestock and pets. 
Swine Brucellosis is an infectious, bacterial, reproductive disease that can cause miscarriage, low 
conception rates, and other problems. It is transmittable to humans, known as undulant fever, and 
causes flu-like symptoms such as fever, chills, aches and pains. It is treatable with specific 
antibiotics. 
How do I keep from contracting diseases? 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department recommends all hunters use disposable plastic or rubber 
gloves when field dressing or cleaning wild swine. Bury or burn the gloves and entrails and then 
wash your hands with soap and hot water. And finally, make sure the meat is thoroughly cooked. 
Full article about feral hogs can be found at: 
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/nuisance/feral_hogs/ 
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