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Blog

By Angie Sandy

Stop Making Assumptions

Don't automatically assume people who are successful are
doing anything unethical. When you assume the worst you
are assuming someone is raising their kids in a dishonorable
way. Put yourself on the other side of the coin and think of
how you would feel if you heard some of those things being
said about you. People, in general, are good and wouldn't do
anything harmful to their livestock let alone teach a child how
to break the rules. Always assume the best rather than auto-
matically falling into the negative trap.

Find the good in everything

Instead of looking for the bad look for the good, always try to
stay positive (I am guilty of this too). Criticism seems to roll
off tongues so easily, maybe we all need to keep it positive
and always find something good to say. When you hear
negative things being said about good people defend them.
Think about how that family or child will feel when hurtful
rumors make it back to their ears (and they always do). If we
all are the best we can be in the show barn imagine how much
better the experience would be for everyone.

Can you learn something

Ask yourself what you could learn about a person's program
and implement at your barn. Chances are a person who is
successful is more than happy to help you out, | know if
anyone came to me asking for tips or advice | would certainly
give it to them. | have nothing to hide, we are an open book.
When you receive that advice don't doubt them or look befud-
dled when the answer often times is hours in the barn or
repetition. | can't tell you how many times people have asked
me for a shortcut only to have me tell them there are none. It
is hours of practice and repetition that will reap big rewards.

Watch & Learn

Step back and watch, take it all in. My kids have been show-
ing sheep for 7 years now. We had absolutely NO knowledge
when we started and look at how far we've come. ANY-
THING is possible. | am not ashamed to say we have spent
plenty of time watching others, trying to learn and implement
what we've seen be successful.

The Gift of Time

When an individual invests their time in a role they are not
doing it for their own kids, if anything it actually takes away
from their family. They aren't doing it because they are power
hungry. They aren't doing it for nefarious reasons. They are
doing it for one and only one reason. To help others. Find
ways to help your agents, superintendents and volunteers.
Rather then tearing them down see if you could do something
to make life easier. One of the kindest gestures I received was
a pan of homemade lasagna, salad and loaf of french bread
this summer. | know that family values what | am trying to do
for kids in the county and my family appreciated the real
dinner!

Good Advice!!! Thank you Angie!
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Calendar 2016-2017: 200-B W. Taylor, Morton TX 79346
There’s Always Something To Do! Important 4-H Dates phone: (806) 266-5215

Event & Program Information Dates

fax: (806)266-0032
email: cochran-tx@tamu.edu

Swine due Sept 14th $12 each Web-site: http://cochran-tx.tamu.edu
Validation Goat & Lambs October, Swine November, Rabbits December Production: Natalie Silhan

New enrollment fee $25 or re-enrollment fee, now, $20, 4-H Connect: http:/tx4-
tamu.edu/4hconnect/index.html. Adult enrollment fee $5.00.

South Plains Fair Art entries due Sept 20th Food entries due Sept 22nd

South Plains Sept 23rd-October 1st
National 4-H Week October 3-7th
County Food Show October 14th, entries due Oct 10th

Agent:

D-2 Food Challenge October 18th

District Food Show November 5th Kendra Bi/brey CEA—Ag
7
All Major and county stock show registrations due November 9th

Heifer validation for 2016 due November 10th W
Kendra Bilbrey
Gold Star November 21st & D-2 Fall Roundup December 3rd R county

Sandhills Stock show:http://www.sandhill kst drodeo.com/schedule.html)-January
4th-14th, 2017 deadline November 9th

Email: Kendra.Bilbrey@ag.tamu.edu

Cochran County Stock Show - January 11-14th, 2017 Deadline November 9th

Jan 11t 3:30- 5:00 goat & lamb weigh in. Jan 12th 2 p.m. swine weigh-in. & Rabbit weigh in
4p.m. Jan 12th

6 p.m. goat & lamb show. Jan 12t 9 a.m. swine show. Jan 13th 11 a.m. steer weigh in. Jan 13t 1
p-m. Rabbit

Show Jan 13t 3 p.m. heifer & steer show to follow. Jan 14th 12 p.m. CCLIA Luncheon. 1:30 p.m.
The SALE

Southwestern Exposition and Livestock Show (http://www.fwssr.com/) -

Ft. Worth, TX Jan 13- Feb 4th 2017 Office Deadline November 9:h Registration forms will be
available after 10/1st due Nov.

San Angelo Stock Show & Rodeo - http://www.sanangelorodeo.com/
Feb 3rd- Feb 19th 2017 Deadline November 9th Registration forms not out, yet

San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo ( http://www.sarodeo.com/) - San Antonio, TX Feb 9th - Feb
26th 2017 Deadline November 9th Registration forms still not out, yet

Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo - http://www.rodeohouston.com/
March 7- 26th -March 18th Deadline Nov 9th Registration forms not out, yet

Star of Texas — http://www.rodeoaustin.com/

Reminders and/or Suggestions:

August 15th Re-enrollment is required for each new program year. Enrollment or re-enrollment can be completed by going to 4H Connect website located on
4honline.com. Please also remember that all 4-H Volunteer working directly with youth must have also submitted a volunteer screening form. These , also, may be
completed online on 4H Connect. There will be a membership fee of $20 each for enrollment, or re-enrollment, between Aug 15th—Oct 31st. $25 each for the
same after October 31st. There will be an adult enroliment fee of $5. Contact office re: any questions you may have. website: http://tx4-
h.tamu.edu/4hconnect/index.html

Link for enrollment is: http://tx4-h.tamu.edu/4hconnect/index.html

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. References to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimi-
nation is intended and no endorsement by the Extension Service is implied. We will seek to provide reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities
for any of our meetings. We request that you contact Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Cochran County - (806) 266-5215, as soon as possible to advise us of the auxil-
iary aid or service that you will require.

Texas 4-H homepage, go to: http://texas4-h.tamu.edu/ for all upcoming event and state 4H info.



