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Current Crop and Pest Situation 

 
Grain sorghum ranges from nearing harvest on early planted to just 
near boot. Those acres which have not headed yet I would be 
extremely conservative on what I spend on those acres. It will be 
cutting it close to have time to mature out. I feel confident in those 
acres which are at or very near flowering that they have time and are 
worth protecting from sorghum aphids and the head worm complex. 
The change in weather here the last week or so, has also changed the 
pest pressure. I am still concerned about sorghum aphids, but they 
just do not seem to be getting out-of-hand (that is a technical term) in 
these later fields like we would normally expect. Trust me though, do 
not turn your back on them, and YOU MUST SCOUT! Sorghum midge 
have not been that common on flowering sorghum. This late grain is 
prime candidate though for midge. Those fields which are post-
flowering need to also be scouted for head worms. I am also finding 
an occasional Lygus and stink bugs in sorghum heads as well. 
Consider them when and if you check heads. Call if questions on 
scouting, threshold, and treatment options. 
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Cotton ranges from just emerged dryland corners which received these recent rains, to having 6 
nodes above cracked boll. I have not seen any insect pest that cause me concern this last week. I 
mostly will be keeping an eye out for cotton aphids, which I am not finding, for the next few weeks. 
All irrigation is off as far as I am aware. Right now and depending what the weather holds over the 
next two weeks I am not anticipating turning any 
water back on.  Just remember that a cotton boll can 
take moderate stress when it is 20 days old. Moderate 
stress is plant will wilt in heat of day, but fully 
recovers after sundown.  So, if we set the last 
harvestable boll around August 12th, that boll is 21 
days old today.  When that boll is 45 days old the plant 
can go into permanent wilt and not impact the 
quantity or quality of that boll. So, we want to keep 
moisture available to the plant through approximately 
September 26. The cotton plant is still using near 0.2” 
of water per day for a few more days, and then it 
continues to drop over the next 3-4 weeks. If you 
received a 2” rain this last rain event that will keep 
cotton fresh for ~12 days. There was probably 3-5 
days of moisture present in the soil from previous rain 
or irrigation. Odds are between now and the 26th of 
this month we receive some additional moisture. Most 
likely we will be covered on our cotton water needs.  

There have been some minor changes to the cotton harvest decision budget spreadsheet, and it 
is now posted to the main Lubbock Center website:  
https://lubbock.tamu.edu/files/2022/09/2022-Cotton-Harvest-Decision-Budget.xls 

In peanuts I am not concerned now with foliage 
feeders or other insect pests. The incidence of 
foliar disease has been very low this summer 
but has become much more concern with this 
recent weather. Be careful about the 
development of leaf spot and other above and 
below ground disease. I have seen some onset of 
black hull here this week. Understand, there is 
not much one can do about this.  The goal now is 
to maintain vine health and keep pods maturing 
out. I think we are still a way out from digging, 
but I would start scrapping hulls here next week 

to see how it is progressing.  Irrigate only as needed to keep peanuts fresh until dug with little 
stress.  

 

https://lubbock.tamu.edu/files/2022/09/2022-Cotton-Harvest-Decision-Budget.xls


Upcoming Meetings: 
September 14th - West Texas Ag Chem Institute Conference, Lubbock 
September 21st – Hockley Ag Producer Appreciation Shrimp Boil, MEC, Levelland 
September 23rd – Cotton Plant Map & Harvest Aid Clinic, Extension Office, Levelland  
September 27th - Ag Awareness Event (4th graders) Mallet Event Center, Levelland 
 

 

WTACI 70th Annual Conference Set for September 14 

The West Texas Agricultural Chemicals Institute (WTACI) will host their annual conference on Wednesday, 
September 14, at the FiberMax Center for Discovery, located at 1121 Canyon Lake Drive in Lubbock.  

This year represents the 70th meeting of WTACI, an unincorporated organization of dealers, industry 
representatives, agricultural producers, scientists, educators, and agribusiness members who support research and 
education programs promoting safe and effective use of agricultural chemicals and protection and preservation of 
the area’s natural resources.  

The West Texas Agricultural Chemicals Institute Annual Meeting's speaker line-up will feature discussions on 
weather risks, TDA laws and regs, nutrient management, agriculture policy, a supply chain challenges panel and 
more.  

Pre-registration is available online at https://wtaci.eventsmart.com. On-line registration fees are $75 for 
conference attendees and must be paid at the time of registration. On-site registration will begin at 7:30 a.m. the 
day of the conference and will cost $95 for attendees. Lunch will be provided as part of the registration fee.  

Speaker lineup includes the following: 

 Eric Snodgrass, Principal Atmospheric Scientist at Nutrien Ag Solutions 
 Perry Cervantes, Coordinator for Pesticide Certification and Compliance (Ag) – Association of American 

Pesticide Control 
 Brian Arnall, Extension Specialist for Precision Nutrient Management – Oklahoma State University, OSU 

Extension 
 Tom Sell, J.D., Combest Sell and Associates 
 Emi Kimura, Extension State Peanut Specialist, Texas A&M University 
 Panel on Supply Chain Challenges: 

 Peyton Harper, The Fertilizer Institute 
 Barry Evans, producer in Swisher County 
 Joe Outlaw, Ph.D., extension economist – Texas A&M University 

 Panel on 2022 Season Challenges 
 Peter Dotray, Ph.D., Rockwell Chair of Weed Science – Texas Tech University 
 Wayne Keeling, Ph.D., professor – Texas A&M University 
 Kerry Siders, extension agent – Integrated Pest Management 

TDA Approved CEUs – 6.0 CCA Approved CEUs – 7.0 
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