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Current Crop and Pest Situation 
 
Not much has changed over the last couple of weeks in cotton other 
than the physiological state of the cotton itself. However, I would still 
not let your guard down for a while longer, especially in cotton which 
has late growth of squares and blooms, non-BT cotton, or may have 
excessive nitrogen levels. Some fields, the earliest planted, are at the 
point of maturity that most insects are of no consequence. Most 
cotton will need to be monitored for at least another 10 days maybe 
through the first week in September for later cotton. Cotton is 
generally safe from most pests when approximately 400 heat units 
(about 20 days) past the 5 nodes above white flower have been 
accumulated. Cotton aphids would be one insect which could develop 
up through boll opening. I doubt if this will be the case though this 
year, as no cotton aphids have been found in area fields. 
 
 

 
 
Cotton irrigation is still very critical with very limited if non-existent 
rain showers. Cotton is still using anywhere from 0.15” to 0.25” per 
day (1.0”-1.75”/week), down from near 0.30” per day at the peak just 
a few days or a week or so ago. Evapotranspiration has decreased 
considerably though, which helps. Refer to my August 6, 2020 West 
Plains IPM Update issue #12 page 2, for detailed discussion on cotton 
irrigation needs and termination. 
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Continued from page 1. 
 
Weeds continue to be a concern for some either after a recent shower or irrigation. Be careful in 
your enthusiasm to kill these weeds. First ask if these weeds are just cosmetic at this point or will 
their seed production haunt you in the future (i.e. morningglory, marestail) or cause you harvest 
problems. I am seeing many fields being hoed. I applaud your effort, albeit costly. Most likely those 
weeds represent a real hurdle to harvest. So, chop away. However, on young flushes of weeds, again 
be practical.  In some situations, you might just save your money for a good harvest aid program and 
be prepared to do a much better job next year with residual herbicides. Good luck. 
 
 
 

CURRENT COTTON PLANT MAPPING 
 
As I was scouting on Wednesday the 19th, I took the picture below of a random cotton plant in a good 
drip field near Whiteface. It was a very good stand of cotton, in terms of consistent population, so it might 
be hard to distinguish which plant I am referring to here.   
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So, let me help. The picture below is the plant I was referring to on the previous page. I cut it and took it 
back to the truck. I removed all leaf material and laid it out so you can see the growth pattern. 

 
Here are some stats on this plant: 
 
• Plant height 27” 
• Total nodes 20 
• Whole plant internode length 1.35” 
• Top 4 nodes internode length 1.8” 
• First fruiting branch node 7 
• First position bolls 10 
• Second position bolls 8 
• Third position bolls 2 
• Nodes above white flower 1 
• One vegetative branch with 2 bolls 
 
I am not going to say this is a perfect 
plant, or that all those bolls will make it 
to the stripper basket. However, if you 
had 40,000 of these per acre your 
approximately just shy of 5 bale 
cotton. This field had not gone 
through much natural shedding of fruit 
yet. So realistically it will hold about 
two-thirds of this fruit. So, let us 
recalculate and say you consistently 
have 15 bolls on a consistent 40,000 
plant population, and since this is 
good irrigated cotton it would take 
conservatively 300 bolls to make a 
pound of lint. So, (15 X 40,000) /300 = 
2000 lbs lint! 
 

 
PEANUTS SITUATION 
 
Peanuts are generally doing well but will 
need these warm temps to continue to finish 
out well. Stay on top of leaf spot, pod rot, and 
other diseases. Though the risk factors for 
disease have been extremely low, weather 
conditions can change overnight and cause 
this risk level to increase. Irrigation will need 
to continue for a while unless rain is 
received. My suggestion on irrigation right 
now is frequency not volume. Many fields 
have good moisture below surface, however, 
if we do not keep the canopy and soil surface 
environment moist then those last pegs 
trying to form a pod will have a difficult time. 
 



Required Training for Certified Applicators of Paraquat Dichloride 
 
With the approaching harvest season, be reminded of the new law which requires that 
all applicators of paraquat dichloride (paraquat = Gramoxone, Firestorm, ParaZone 
etc.) first be a licensed applicator. Secondly, that they go through an online training. 
This is mandated by EPA. It requires this be done before mixing, loading, and/or 
applying paraquat. The training provides important information about paraquat’s 
toxicity, new label requirements and restrictions, and the consequences of misuse. The 
EPA-approved training module can be accessed here: https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-
worker-safety/paraquat-dichloride-training-certified-applicators 
This training was developed by paraquat manufacturers as part of EPA’s 2016 risk 
mitigation requirements and has been approved by EPA. 
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