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IMPACT OF FREEZE

We received our first freeze over much of Hockley, Cochran and
Lamb Counties on Friday morning, October 11 from 6am until
7am with a low of 32°F; and again, on Saturday morning,
October 12 from 2am until 8am, with a low of 29°F. These
freezing temperatures were recorded in Levelland by me,
National Weather Service Observer for Levelland. As you move
south and east of Levelland the temperatures were not as low
for as long, and as you move north, and west temperatures may
have been lower for longer. | think we could all smell the
effects of the freeze on plant tissue since then.

The corn, grain sorghum and sunflower acres are now in that
dying process and will dry down with the current open sunny
weather. Peanut harvest should now be moved along at a
quicker pace. Cotton was freeze injured in most areas to a point
where boll opening from ethephon products and defoliation
products will not work very well. | think we are limited to using
paraquat products to further injury bolls to increase opening,
and dessicating any remaining green tissue remaining on the
plant. Unfortunately, this may stick some leaves. For dryland,
small statured plants | think 24 oz of a 2 Ib paraquat product like
Gramoxone, should be enough. Whereas, on a much larger
plants 32 0z would be suggested.

Call if you have questions. Kerry

Here is the link to the cotton harvest aid guide:
http://lubbock.tamu.edu/files/2017/08/2017-High-Plains-Cotton-

Harvest-Aid-Guide.pdf .



http://lubbock.tamu.edu/files/2017/08/2017-High-Plains-Cotton-Harvest-Aid-Guide.pdf
http://lubbock.tamu.edu/files/2017/08/2017-High-Plains-Cotton-Harvest-Aid-Guide.pdf

Figure 3 Leaves should continue to come off. Figure 4 Cracked bolls from freeze injury.
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Levelland, TX 79336

(806) 894-3150(office), Partners Wlth Nature
638-5635 (mobile), or 897-3104 (Fax)
ksiders@tamu.edu (E-mail),
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